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tion would be compromised. We concur in the objections.
To charge a fee of one shilling at a hospital is to enter into
a kind of commercial contract with patients, and a sort of
commercial competition with practitioners. Let care be
taken to exclude unfit recipients of hospital relief ; but this
- done, let it be granted freely.

DR. FREDERIC FARRE.

WE are glad to learn that Dr. Farre, who has been suffer-
ing from pleurisy (not pneumonia, as stated in our issue of
the2ndinst.), is progressing towards recovery as favourably
.as can be expected, considering his great age-eighty-three.

THE nineteenth annual meeting of the Canadian Medical
Association was held on the l8th and l9th of August, in Laval
University, Quebec. The retiring president was Dr. Osler,
of Philadelphia, who was unavoidably absent from the

meeting. Dr. T. K. Holmes, of Chatham, Ontario, the new
president, gave an address, in which he briefly reviewed the

’ 

progress of medicine in modern times, and showed how
future advances in the science must greatly depend on
the kind and extent of the education imparted to the
rising generation of medical men. A curious feature of this

meeting, as of former assemblies of the Association, was, as
our contemporary, the Canadian Practitioner remarks, the
.absence of the older men of the profession. Why is this ?

A soxEwnAT important communication was received by
the Metropolitan Board of Works, at their last meeting, from
the South Metropolitan Gas Company, calling attention to a
danger to which the public are exposed, in consequence of
builders removing subsoil from roadways and filling in the
excavations with rubbish, with the result that settlements
take place which cause injury to drains, gas and water-
mains, &c. The letter was referred to a committee.

T-3:B scarlet-fever epidemic at Wellingborough, which has
prevailed since the last week in June, exhibits no sign of
abatement. Mr. F. N. Heygate, medical officer of the

Finedon District, in a letter to the Wellingbo2-ough News,
expresses the opinion that, if due inquiry were made, it
would be found that there were on the average three cases
<tf the disease in each house.

THE President of the Medical Society of London, the first
meeting of which will take place on Monday next, has
issued a circular, in which he calls the attention of the
Fellows to the "Clinical Evenings"-a recently introduced
feature, to which it is intended to give effect on the last
Monday of every month.

AT a meeting of the Executive Committee held at the

Quebec Institute, Baker-street, W., on Wednesday last, to
promote the candidature of Dr. B. W. Richardson for a seat
on the Medical Council, Dr. Danford Thomas in the chair, it
was announced that over 2000 members of the profession
had already sent promises of support.

THE report of the sanitary condition of Linlithgow, as
given by Mr. Falconer Stewart, inspector for the Board of
Supervision, gives anything but a flattering account of the
state of the burgh. The scavenging, drainage, and water-
supply all come in for more or less severe condemnation.

THE Hygienic Museum, presided over by Dr. Koch, was
opened at Berlin on Monday last. The collection is de-
scribed as a very comprehensive one. I

WE may direct attention to an advertisement in another

column, in which the Secretaries of the Association of
Members of the Royal College of Surgeons urge upon all
Members of the College who have not yet signed the petition
to Her Majesty in Council to do so without delay, and for-
ward the copy thereof to the Secretaries, Western Dispensary,
Westminster. 

____

IT has been resolved to found a voluntary hospital for
women who were formerly treated under the Contagious
Diseases Acts. It is understood that, in the interest of
soldiers and sailors, Government has determined to sub-
scribe to the institution. 

__

WE may remind our readers that the Harveian Oration
will be delivered by Dr. Pavy on Monday next, at 4 p.M.
The Oration will be published in our next issue.

I THE measles.epidemic at Bolton-by-Bolland is so extensive
that it is stated there are but few children in the whole
district who have escaped infection.

Pharmacology and Therapeutics.
JENSEN’S COD-LIVER OIL.

THE specimen which we have received of Jensen’s
medicinal cod-liver oil is of excellent quality. It is nearly
colourless, has very little odour, and practically no taste.
We are satisfied that exceptional care has been taken in its
preparation, and that it will be found of much value in the
treatment of phthisis and other wasting diseases.

HYPNOTIC PROPERTIES OF BOLDO-GLUCINE.

Dr. Ren&eacute; Juranville of Paris has published as a gradua-
tion thesis an account of some experiments and observations
on boldo-glucine, an aromatic substance of the nature of a glu-
coside, obtained by M.Chapoteaut from the leaves of the Pneu-
mus boldus, or Boldo fragrans, a plant belonging to the Momi-
niaceae, which has from time immemorial been employed
by the natives of Bolivia, Chili, and Peru in hepatic dis-
eases. The boldo-glucine used by M. Juranville is not
the same substance as boldine, which is an alkaloid
existing in very small quantity in the leaves, and which
was isolated in 1874 by MM. Cl. Verne and Bourgoin.
The observations were directed to the hypnotic action of
the glucoside, and were conducted on both animals and
human subjects. Dogs were sent to sleep by intravenous
injections of boldo-glucine, in quantities of from two to
seven grammes. Observations were taken and curves con-
structed, showing that during the sleep produced the cardiac
beats increased in rapidity, while the amplitude of the
pulsations diminished; the arterial pressure was not affected.
M. Juranville also gathered from his observations that
anaemia of the brain was produced. His therapeutic re-
searches were conducted on insane patients, the doses given
being from 22’5 grains to 2 drachms, the substance being
enclosed in gelatine capsules or introduced by means of
enemata. It was not found easy to administer it in the
form of draughts on account of their powerful odour. It
gave rise to no disagreeable symptoms, and, indeed, appeared
o stimulate the appetite and the digestive functions. The
hypnotic effect was very definite, ten patients on whom it
was tried being all sent to sleep, and in some cases their
hallucinations being removed; the effect was not, however,
permanent, the sleeplessness and hallucinations returning
on the cessation of the treatment. M. Juranville concludes
that though boldo is not a perfect hypnotic, it is likely to
prove valuable in cases of neurotic or maniacal insomnia
when other drugs have been tried without effect. Further
study of its action is, of course, required before any very
decided opinion as to its efficacy can be expressed.

PYRIDINE IN ASTHMA.

Pyridine is, according to the Union Medicale, valuable as
an anti-asthmatic, whether the affection is of cardiac origin
or otherwise. About a drachm of the drug is placed on a
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plate in a small room, to which the patient pays periodical
visits of from twenty to thirty minutes’ duration three
times a day. After two or three scances the rales in the
chest disappear, the expectoration is more free, and sleep is
obtained at night, or at all events relief from the asthmatic
attacks. In some cases the improvement is permanent, in
others it only lasts unimpaired for live or six days. Iodine
treatment is then required, which is usually efficacious, but
which cannot be borne by all patients.

QUININE AND OIL OF TURPENTINE IN MALIGNANT
PUSTULE.

Dr. Don F. Rivas describes in La Union de las Ciencias
M&eacute;dicas some cases of malignant pustule which were rapidly
cured by the application ot a paste composed of quinine and
oil of turpentine. One of the cases was that of a shepherd,
in whose flock the disease had manifested itself. lie was
stung by a mosquito on the forehead, and two hours after-
wards the head and neck were extremely oedematous. The

paste was applied, and the pain and swelling shortly
diminished. A couple of days later a large quantity of
sanguinolent fluid was discharged, and by the fourth day
the man was quite well. Another shepherd of the same
flock, who was similarly affected, made use of some of his
colleague’s paste without consulting a doctor, and was also
cured in four days. A third case was that of a woman
who had a malignant pustule on the hand, which was
unaffected by various remedies which were applied, but
on the application of the quinine and turpentine paste
the severe pain ceased almost immediately, and the cedema
rapidly diminished, the patient being quite restored to
health in four days’ time.

LANTANINE.

Lantanine is an alkaloid discovered by M. Negrete, and
extracted from Yerba sagrata of the family of verbenas. M.
Buiza has observed that, like quinine, this alkaloid had some
action on the circulation. It slows the nutrition, and at the
same time lowers the temperature. The most delicate
stomachs tolerate lantanine. Intermittent fevers that pro’ e
refractory to quinine have yielded to the influence of two
grammes of lantanine. In order to produce antipyretic
effects in febrile conditions the dose employed is from one
to two grammes in twenty-four hours, given in pills of ten
centigrammes. In intermittent fevers the drug is ad-
.ministered immediately after the paroxysm. Ninety-five
times out of a hundred a further paroxysm will not

appear. The tincture of latana cannot be employed owing
to its intense bitterness, which cannot be masked by syrup
nr W1T)f

NAPHTHALINE IN URINARY DISEASES.
Naphthaline, which has been used to disinfect the stools,

has also the property of retarding the putrefaction of the
urine, and may therefore be administered for cases of
urinary disorder in which the urine has a fetid odour.
Daily doses of one gramme and a half of naphthaline in
cases of pyelo-nephritis, cystitis, chronic prostatitis, and
stricture with fistulee, have rendered the urine sweet in from
two to five days. The urine, from being turbid, purulent,
and alkaline, becomes neutral or acid, and the quantity of
pus is diminished. No disorder has been noted in the digestive
processes. The drug does not augment the frequency of
micturition.

IODOL IN EAR DISEASES.

Dr. Stretter, who has used iodol, the new inodorous sub-
stitute for iodoform, in a large number of cases of ear

disease, finds that in acute purulent inflammatory affections
iodol applications rapidly produce marked benefit, but that
in chronic inflammations of the middle ear it is generally
quite useless, or at best no better than other more common
methods of treatment.

THE UNIVERSITIES OF OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE.-
A return moved for in the House of Commons by Mr.
Thorold Rogers has just been issued, containing the follow-
ing particulars with regard to the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge :-(a) With respect to each University Pro-
fessorship, University Readership, and University Lecture-
ship ; (b) with respect to the Fellowships of each College;
(c) with respect to the number of students in each Univer-
sity ; (d) with respect to the College and University
statutes ; (e) the amount and application of the common
University Fund.

THE METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD.

THE Managers of this Board, at their meeting on Satur-
day, had under consideration two subjects of some import-
ance. The first related to the visits of individual members
of the hospital committees, which were formerly made to-
the institutions at other times than when the committees-
met. The Local Government Board had recognised the-
injury which resulted from this practice, and had inter-
dicted it. The General Purposes Committee now proposed
that each committee should nominate two members to visit
their asylum, and this recommendation, after a warm dis-
cussion, was by a narrow majority adopted, the new mem-
bers of the board mostly opposing it. It is unnecessary to
comment upon the irregularities to which the former practice
gave rise ; that they occurred was sufficiently shown during
the Homerton inquiry. If the Local Government Board
should permit the wishes of the General Purposes Com-
mittee to be carried into effect, it is to be hoped that some-
regulations may be made as to the conduct of the managers
selected for this purpose. Their first duty should be to visit
the officer who is now held to be responsible for the general,
management of the institution, and who should be per-
mitted to accompany them in their journey of inspection..
The managers would in this manner have no difficulty in
learning all details concerning administration, and there
does not appear to be any reason why their visits, if made-
in a proper spirit, should be prejudicial to discipline.
The second subject, which was introduced by Sir Edmund

Hay Currie, referred to the fact that but fourteen of the-
metropolitan sanitary authorities had consented to contract
with the managers for the reception into their asylums of
persons who were not paupers, and the recommendation
was made by the General Purposes Committee that it should’
be intimated to the Local Government Board that nothing
more could be done in the matter by the managers until
Parliament had made it compulsory on the local boards to
discharge their duties. The advantage which would accrue-
to the metropolis from this contract is not quite obvious;, ;.
the difficulty of deciding whether the sufferer is a pauper or

, not makes it of the greatest importance that the duty of
giving orders for the admission of patients should be in the-
’ 

hands of one authority, otherwise delay might be occasioned’
by the desire of the one body to throw the burden of expense

’ 
on the other. After all, the expense would fall upon the-

: district from which the patient came, and an amicable-
) arrangement between the local sanitary and Poor-law

authorities, by which the latter assist the former, is pro-
bably the best arrangement that can be made, until the-

, whole question of the removal of infectious cases ceases to.
3 be related to Poor-law administration.
f 

______________

UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM: FACULTY OF
MEDICINE.

THE following notice has been issued by the Registrar of
the University College of Medicine:-
The Senate has now instituted a new degree of Bachelor

in Surgery (B.S.), the examination for which will be held
together with that for the degree of Bachelor in Medicine,.
and will comprise, in addition to the surgical part of the
examination for the degree of Bachelor in Medicine, a
practical examination in Surgical Operations, and in the use-
of Surgical Instruments. Candidates must produce certifi-
cates of attendance on a course of Operative Surgery and on
a course of Regional Anatomy, in addition to the certificates.
required for the degree of Bachelor in Medicine.
For the degree of Master in Surgery (M.S.) candidates

must be of not less than twenty-four years of age, and must.
have obtained the degree of Bachelor in Surgery abov&
named, and must have been engaged for a period of at least
two years subsequently to the date of acquirement of that
degree in attendance on the practice of a recognised hos-
pital, or in the services or in medical or surgical practice.
The subjects of examination will be Surgery, Surgical
Pathology, Surgical Anatomy, Surgical Operations, and
Clinical Surgery.
The Senate has also instituted a Licence in Sanitary

Science (L.S.Sc.), for which every candidate at the date of
examination must be a registered medical practitioner, and


